
Civil War Book in the stacks at the library.  Compiled by Donna Bailey 

Title: Neverhome Author: Hunt, Laird,  
"She calls herself Ash, but that's not her real name. She is a farmer's faithful wife, but she has left 

her husband to don the uniform of a Union soldier in the Civil War. Neverhome tells the 

harrowing story of Ash Thompson during the battle for the South. Through bloodshed and 

hysteria and heartbreak, she becomes a hero, a folk legend, a madwoman and a traitor to the 

American cause. Laird Hunt's dazzling new novel throws a light on the adventurous women who 

chose to fight instead of stay behind. It is also a mystery story: why did Ash leave and her 

husband stay? Why can she not return? What will she have to go through to make it back 

home? In gorgeous prose, Hunt's rebellious young heroine fights her way through history, and 

back home to her husband, and finally into our hearts." 

 

 

Title: Cold Mountain Author: Frazier, Charles 

Cold Mountain is an extraordinary novel about a soldier's perilous journey back to his beloved at 

the end of the Civil War. At once a magnificent love story and a harrowing account of one man's 

long walk home, Cold Mountain introduces a stunning new talent in American literature. 

 

Based on local history and family stories passed down by the author's great-great-grandfather, 

Cold Mountain is the tale of a wounded soldier, Inman, who walks away from the ravages of the 

war and back home to his prewar sweetheart, Ada. Inman's odyssey through the devastated 

landscape of the soon-to-be-defeated South interweaves with Ada's struggle to revive her 

father's farm, with the help of an intrepid young drifter named Ruby. As their long-separated 

lives begin to converge at the close of the war, Inman and Ada confront the vastly transformed 

world they've been delivered. 

 

Charles Frazier reveals marked insight into man's relationship to the land and the dangers of 

solitude. He also shares with the great nineteenth century novelists a keen observation of a 

society undergoing change. Cold Mountain re-creates a world gone by that speaks eloquently 

to our time. 

 

Title: The Spymistress Author:  Chiaverini, Jennifer. 
Pledging her loyalty to the North at the risk of her life when her native Virginia secedes, Quaker-

educated aristocrat Elizabeth Van Lew uses her innate skills for gathering military intelligence to 

help construct the Richmond underground and orchestrate escapes from the infamous 

Confederate Libby Prison. 
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Title: Fallen Land Author: Brown, Taylor 
"Set in the final year of the Civil War, as a young couple on horseback flees a dangerous band of 

marauders who seek a bounty reward. Callum, a seasoned horse thief at fifteen years old, came 

to America from his native Ireland as an orphan. Ava, her father and brother lost to the war, 

hides in her crumbling home until Callum determines to rescue her from the bands of hungry 

soldiers pillaging the land, leaving destruction in their wake. Ava and Callum have only each 

other in the world and their remarkable horse, Reiver, who carries them through the destruction 

that is the South. Pursued relentlessly by a murderous slave hunter, tracking dogs, and ruthless 

ex-partisan rangers, the couple race through a beautiful but ruined land, surviving on food they 

glean from abandoned farms and the occasional kindness of strangers. In the end, as they 

intersect with the scorching destruction of Sherman's March, the couple seek a safe haven 

where they can make a home and begin to rebuild their lives" 

 

 

Title: Varina : A Novel Author: Frazier, Charles   
Note from Donna:  (thought it would be interesting to have two titles from same author, different 

perspective) 

“Her marriage prospects limited, teenage Varina Howell agrees to wed the much-older widower 

Jefferson Davis, with whom she expects the secure life of a Mississippi landowner. Davis instead 

pursues a career in politics and is eventually appointed president of the Confederacy, placing 

Varina at the white-hot center of one of the darkest moments in American history" 
 

 

Title: A Quilt for Christmas Author: Dallas, Sandra. 
"It is 1864 and Eliza Spooner's husband Will has joined the Kansas volunteers to fight the 

Confederates, leaving her with their two children and in charge of their home and land. Eliza is 

confident that he will return home, and she helps pass the months making a special quilt to 

keep Will warm during his winter months in the army. When the unthinkable happens, she takes 

in a a woman and child who have been left alone and made vulnerable by the war, and she finds 

solace and camaraderie amongst the women of her quilting group. And when she is asked to 

help hide an escaped slave, she must decide for herself what is right, and who can she can count 

on to help her." 

 

Title: A Chain of Thunder : A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg 

Author: Shaara, Jeff  
"In May 1863, after months of hard and bitter combat, Union troops under the command of 

Major General Ulysses S. Grant at long last successfully cross the Mississippi River. They force the 

remnants of Confederate Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton's army to retreat to Vicksburg, 

burning the bridges over the Big Black River in its path. But after sustaining heavy casualties in 

two failed assaults against the rebels, Union soldiers are losing confidence and morale is low. 

Grant reluctantly decides to lay siege to the city, trapping soldiers and civilians alike inside an 
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iron ring of Federal entrenchments. Six weeks later, the starving and destitute Southerners finally 

surrender, yielding command of the Mississippi River to the Union forces on July 4--

Independence Day--and marking a crucial turning point in the Civil War" 

 

 

Title: I Shall be Near to You Author: McCabe, Erin Lindsay. 
"An extraordinary novel about a strong-willed woman who disguises herself as a man in order to 

fight beside her husband in the Civil War, inspired by a real female soldier's letters home Rosetta 

doesn't want her new husband Jeremiah to enlist, but he joins up, hoping to make enough 

money that they'll be able to afford their own farm someday. Though she's always worked by 

her father's side as the son he never had, now that Rosetta is a wife she's told her place is inside 

with the other women. But Rosetta decides her true place is with Jeremiah, no matter what that 

means, and to be with him she cuts off her hair, hems an old pair of his pants, and signs up as a 

Union soldier. Rosetta trains with the men, prepares herself for war, and deals with the tension 

between her and Jeremiah as he comes to grips with having a fighting wife. There are many 

dangers to face, from the constant threat of discovery to intense battles where they fight side by 

side. With him, she faces the difficult realities of the Civil War, marriage, and staying true to 

herself. Inspired by true accounts of the more than four hundred women who fought in the Civil 

War disguised as men, I Shall Be Near To You is a tender love story, an exploration of gender 

roles and marriage, and a hard examination of war" 

 

 

Title: I am Abraham Author: Charyn, Jerome. 

 
Traces the historic arc of Lincoln's life from his picaresque days as a gangly young lawyer in 

Sangamon County, Illinois, through his improbable marriage to Kentucky belle Mary Todd, to his 

1865 visit to war-shattered Richmond only days before his assassination. 

 

 

Title: The Treason of Mary Louvestre Author: Haley, My. 
In 1862, Virginian slave Mary Louvestre risks certain death during the Civil War to smuggle the 

plans for modifications to the ironclad CSS Virginia to the Union. 

 

 

Title: The Union Quilters Author: Chiaverini, Jennifer.  
Note from Donna:  Another duplicate author. 

In 1862 Water's Ford, Pennsylvania, abolitionism is prevalent, even passionate, so the local men 

rally to answer Mr. Lincoln's call to arms. Thus the women of Elm Creek Valley's quilting bee are 

propelled into the unknown. 
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Title: The March Author: Doctorow, E. L., 

America's greatest internal conflict is brought startlingly to life in this masterful fictional exploration of the 

slaves, soldiers and leaders who lived through it all. The action focuses on Gen. William Tecumseh 

Sherman's 1864 march through Georgia and the Carolinas—a march that led more than 60,000 Union 

troops across the land, leaving a swath of destruction and ruin in its wake. He shifts seamlessly from the 

cold, proper dialect of the surgeon Colonel Sartorius, to the lowborn speech of Pearl, a light-skinned slave 

who is passing as a drummer boy in Sherman's . 

 

Title: Grant  Personal Author: Byrd, Max. 
An unforgettable portrait of America's Gilded Age and the flawed, iron-willed, mysterious giant 

at its center who may well be our most uniquely American hero. He was the nineteenth century's 

most famous drunkard. He was a failure at farming, business, and politics. A failure, indeed, at 

everything in life except war. And even in war, to his countrymen in the North, Ulysses S. Grant 

was the "Bloody Butcher of Cold Harbor" as much as he was the Hero of Vicksburg and 

Appomattox. Yet the gentle, martyred Lincoln found him a kindred spirit. And after Lincoln's 

assassination, a bereaved nation elected him President twice. The year is 1880, and the Civil War 

is slowly receding into the past. Lincoln has been dead for fifteen years, and Grant--retired from 

his second scandal-ridden term in the White House--has just returned home from a triumphant 

world tour. Now, in the final political battle of his life, he tries for an unprecedented third 

presidential term. But in one of the most dramatic and tumultuous conventions in American 

history, he will be defeated for renomination in Chicago. A few months later he will go 

spectacularly bankrupt in New York--and at the same time learn that he has cancer of the throat. 

Two journalists are busy describing the dying Grant for posterity: one with enthusiasm, the other 

with thinly veiled contempt. The supportive biographer, Chicago newspaperman Sylvanus 

Cadwallader, has covered Grant in the Civil War and seen the human being behind the General's 

grim, taciturn facade. The other journalist is Yale-educated Nicholas Trist, a wounded soldier 

who lost his arm to Grant's "butchery" at Cold Harbor. Through their stories we enter the 

genteel but troubled drawing room of Grant's implacable enemy Henry Adams and his brilliant 

wife Clover. We meet old soldiers Sheridan and Sherman, Sherman's beautiful and reckless niece 

Elizabeth Cameron, and most of all we meet Grant's astonishing best friend, Mark Twain, the 

comic gadfly who makes the silent General speak. But at the core is Grant himself: his 

unwavering humility and deep pride, his quixotic intelligence, his legendary battles with alcohol, 

depression, and his father. A moving and triumphant novel, deeply researched, factual, and 

dramatic, Grant penetrates to the heart of our elusive eighteenth President. The result is a 

stunning depiction of an ordinary man driven by history to an extraordinary life--a leader whose 

political fall marked the end of an American era. 
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Title: The Tubman Command : Author: Cobbs, Elizabeth 
It's May 1863. Out-generaled and out-gunned, a demoralized Union Army has pulled back with 

massive losses at the Battle of Chancellorsville. Fort Sumter, hated symbol of the Rebellion, 

taunts the American navy with its artillery and underwater mines. In Beaufort, South Carolina, 

one very special woman, code named Moses, is hatching a spectacular plan. Hunted by 

Confederates, revered by slaves, Harriet Tubman plots an expedition behind enemy lines to 

liberate hundreds of bondsmen and recruit them as soldiers. A bounty on her head, she has 

given up husband and home for the noblest cause: a nation of, by, and for the people. The 

Tubman Command tells the story of Tubman at the height of her powers, when she devises the 

largest plantation raid of the Civil War. General David Hunter places her in charge of a team of 

black scouts even though skeptical of what one woman can accomplish. For her gamble to 

succeed, "Moses" must outwit alligators, overseers, slave catchers, sharpshooters, and even 

hostile Union soldiers to lead gunships up the Combahee River. Men stand in her way at every 

turn--though one reminds her that love shouldn't have to be the price of freedom. 

 

Title: An Extraordinary Union Author: Cole, Alyssa, 
"As the Civil War rages between the states, a courageous pair of spies plunge fearlessly into a 

maelstrom of ignorance, deceit, and danger, combining their unique skills to alter the course of 

history and break the chains of the past... Elle Burns is a former slave with a passion for justice 

and an eidetic memory. Trading in her life of freedom in Massachusetts, she returns to the 

indignity of slavery in the South--to spy for the Union Army. Malcolm McCall is a detective for 

Pinkerton's Secret Service. Subterfuge is his calling, but he's facing his deadliest mission yet--

risking his life to infiltrate a Rebel enclave in Virginia. Two undercover agents who share a 

common cause--and an undeniable attraction--Malcolm and Elle join forces when they discover 

a plot that could turn the tide of the war in the Confederacy's favor. Caught in a tightening web 

of wartime intrigue, and fighting a fiery and forbidden love, Malcolm and Elle must make their 

boldest move to preserve the Union at any cost--even if it means losing each other..." 

 

Title: The Boy in His Winter Author: Lock, Norman 
"Huck Finn and Jim float on their raft across a continuum of shifting seasons, feasting on a 

limitless supply of fish and stolen provisions, propelled by the currents of the mighty Mississippi 

from one adventure to the next. Launched into existence by Mark Twain in 1835, they have now 

been transported by Norman Lock through three vital, violent, and transformative centuries of 

American history. As time unfurls on the river's banks, they witness decisive battles of the Civil 

War, the betrayal of Reconstruction's promises to the freed slaves, the crushing of the Native 

American nations, and the electrification of a continent. While Jim enters real time when he 

disembarks the raft in the Jim Crow South, Huck finally comes of age when he's washed up on 

shore during Hurricane Katrina. An old man in 2077, Huck takes stock of his life and narrates his 

own story, revealing our nation's past, present, and future as Mark Twain could never have 

dreamed it" 
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Title: Savannah, or, A gift for Mr. Lincoln :  Author: Jakes, John 

 
Georgia, 1864: Sherman’ s army marches inexorably from Atlanta to the sea. In its path: the 

charming old city of Savannah, where the Lester ladies—attractive widowed Sara and her feisty 

twelve-year-old daughter Hattie—struggle to save the family rice plantation. When Sherman 

offers the conquered city to President Lincoln as “ a Christmas gift,”  Hattie and the feared 

general find themselves on a collision course that will astonish both of them.In this rousing new 

tale, “ the godfather of the historical novel”  (Los Angeles Times) tells a story of battlefield 

danger, wartime romance, and indomitable courage. The rich cast of characters includes a 

corrupt judge who positively exudes Dickensian wickedness; a fast-talking, piano-playing 

reporter from New York; a pair of thwarted young lovers; a raffish Indiana cavalryman; a valiant 

former slave who practices birdcalls with surprising results; and a whole carpet-bagful of rascals, 

rebels, and real soldiers who marched with Sherman.Together they bring to life an almost 

forgotten moment in the Civil War—a season of simmering hostilities, rising hopes, and empty 

stockings—perhaps the most strife-torn yet heartwarming Christmas in all of American history. 

 

Title: Civil War Diaries : As Written by the Men of the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry 

Regiment Author:  Williams, Duane   
Note from Donna:  NONFICTION but I don’t know what this group likes to read so I put in a 

diversity of options regarding the Civil War. 

The personal entries of men at war providing insights into battles, experiences and events that 

occurred after they had returned to civil life. 

 

Title: The Widow of the South Author: Hicks, Robert  
Robert Hicks' gripping debut novel, based on the incredible true story of Carrie McGavock--a 

woman whose life was forever changed by the Civil War--is exquisitely packaged with endpapers 

and compelling interior photographs. 

 

Title: Gone with the Wind Author: Mitchell, Margaret   
Note from Donna:  Can’t have Civil War novels without this. 

After the Civil War sweeps away the genteel life to which she has been accustomed, Scarlett 

O'Hara sets about to salvage her plantation home. 
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